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THE POWER OF LANGUAGE ON RELIGIOUS LECTURES
IN INDONESIA

Ade Yolanda Latjuba, Hasbullah, dan Muhammad Hasyim
Faculty of Culiral Sciences. Hasanuddin University
adeyolanda@unhas ac.1d. bulla_france @vahoo com, dan hasvimfrance @unhas ac 1d

ABSTRACT
Ths study amms to explore the power of language contamed in speech and text. The man focus 15 to find out what
language techmique: are uzed 1o religions lectures. especially I:lamic lectures in Indonesia. The method used 15

obsering the actvities of rebzious lectures 1n vanous places. such as mosques, television radio, social media,
and others. to determune verbal and non-verbal data that determines the power of language Az a benchmark and
amplifier of the result: of observaton, will be observed also parncular polincal speeches. because 1t 13 3s5umed
thev have a resemblance to rehzion: lectures In addinon. there will be an analvsis of texts deemed to have the
power of language. The existing verbal and non-verbal data will be explained on the baziz of interpretative ap-
proach The results show that there are sumlantres between religious lectures and political speeches. both of which
use persuasive language techniques. that 15 to persuade and influence the Listener to do something as desured
Whle the style of the metaphoncal language. the use of plural thurd personpronoun:. the powerful choice diction
has made them simlar However. the substance of the content conveved. the style of propaganda. and sometimes
coercion. have made them different

Keywords: the power of language . I:lamic lecture, political speech. persuasive

Introduction
anguage is an entity that humans use and can as a means of conveving things If something 15 sull
an 1dea, abstract thoughts. who dwell 1n one’s nund. then 1t becomes the area of phulosophical study.
which usually explawns it by using a rational approach of reasoning However, when those ideas have
passed through the human speech organ and  or have been wnitten i the form of wnting through the lumbs
of the human hand. 1t has become the subject of vanous studies, such as hnguistic descnptions. systemic
hnguistics. sociolmgwistic, emolingwistic, mcluding pragmatic and discourse.

De Saussure (1983). as a structurabist. studies the human language still in the abstract realm_ the
mund, where he says that between the sign and the designated object there 15 an arbitrary relationshup. thus
according to another scientist’s analysis. Peirce (in Buchler. J (ed ) 1955). the distance between the sign
and designated object allows for rupture. It is this rupture that is usually inserted by anyone who has certam
wuitentions to make the language essentially neutral to be charged with something That's why if we want to
study the language in the pragmatic field. 1t 15 mevitable to be m touch wath the loads charged to 1t

Charles Sanders Peirce, Amencan scientist, has concretized the study of language that was still in the
abstract area. the mind down to the concrete world. by unlizing the rupture earhier. By utilizing the concept
of interpretant. he bndges the relabonship between the sign and the object that represents it. so that Peirce’s
semiotics theory was bomn (in Buchler, J (ed ). 1955) That's not what this paper wants to talk about. but the
markers that show that language has power, so when used it shows empowerment

The power of language was once discussed in the Discourse Analysis of Power in the Colomal Texts
in Indonesia (Latjuba. A.Y.. 2013). From the discussion 1t can be shown that the language. i this case words.
phrases. clauses. can be negatively charged. when the word chosen to be used has a contents that is degrading.
shnnking. bad. durty. untidy. and so on. On the other hand. powerless languages can be identified through the
use of vanous language markers. such as hedges. intensifiers, deictic phrases, excessive politeness. the use
of tag question. verbal and non-verbal hesitations (Aremi. C S and Sparks, J R . 2005)). and thus is associated
with a relatively low social status in the context of commumication While the powerful language suggests a
higher social status and 15 charactenzed largely by the absence of the language markers as mentioned above.

O’'Barr (1982) as quoted from Arems. C S and Sparks, JR (2005) characterize the frequent use of
nonverbal hesitations. such as “umm " “ehh "and so on. or verbal hesitations. such as“vou know. T mean.”
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etc . deictic phrases like “that man there,"formal language. such as “Yes, sir.” “therefore “etc as a powerless
language Besides also examples for tag questions. such as “that's how it happened. 1s'n 1t? While for hedges
gwven the example “T guess.” “sort of.” etc . and intensifiers for example “he really did.” "1t was very. very
dark.” etc. All of these are identified as markers that charactenze the powerless langnage

The power of language can also be misused and manipulated. as is the analysis of the 1954 novel by
George Orwell (https: ‘www bartleby com/essay The-Power-of-Language-P3XDHKJIT]) which shows that
language can be used to control the human mund - It 15 utilized by totalitarian States to control the mmnds of
its people. as well as through language 1t manipulates past hustory Mamipulative language 1s also evidenced
i the use of political domams by Rozina. G. and Karapetjana. I (2009) Other language analysts (Morand,
D A 2000) show how language power is enforced and communicated in supenor-subordinate relationships,
with implications for the apparent behavior of those status relationships

Lcokjngalaﬂihcabovehngngeshﬂm.&cau!hmsamihatﬂxpomoﬂangngecmdmhe
manifested in religious lectures that are implemented mn the daily life of Indonesians. Religious lectures are
not something special, but it has become a daily activity famuliar to Listeners Relizious lectures. especially
lectures of Islamuc religion. as he 15 usually called in the Indonesian language. and not called religious speech.
because in the lecture contained certan knowledge to be taught to the histener While in the word speech only
contained the meaning of general information to be conveyed. Yet these two words have something 1n com-
mon Religious lectures have also studied aspects of speech acts of illocution and politeness strategies (see
Saefudm. 5. 2017) In wban communities in Indonesia. religious lectures, especially Islamic lectures. are
easy to find. not only mn places of worship. such as mosques. but also on television. radio and social media
(you tube), even m pnivate homes or private or govermment insttutions often held religious lectures espe-
cially m the holy month of Ramadhan as 1t is today.

Rehimous lectures. generally using persuasive language to mvite hus histeners to do good as the con-
tents are delivered The result was that many people who listened to hum were enlightened. and happy to do
what they wanted This is evidenced by the growing number of viewers from time to tme attending religious
lectures like this (see relgious lectures broadcast on television channels in Indonesia daily).

When looking at the language used in a persuasive style. political speeches use the same style. but
then the question anses whether the power of language held religious lectures have the same persuasive ele-
ments as political speeches for example, and how also the power of language that is refiected in narrative
texts other It s this cunosity that underlies us to explore the power of language in speech and wnting. mainly
from religous speakers.

Research methods
Toohmndaurelanngmmcpowuoﬂmpugemﬂxmmnsmmohmthngmpmspuchsmd
texts. The focus of attention for speech languages 15 on political speeches. and Islamic lectures are i that
category. We observed the activities of Islamic religious lectures i vanious places. such as in mosques, tele-
viston. radie. social media (you tube). private homes. private and govenment institutions The data collected
about the power of language can be verbal and non-verbal. as needed. which will be analyzed descniptively-
interpretative. And to strengthen our analysis of the power of language in the speech. we also observe and
analyze the power of language in the text.

Resulrs and Discussion

In discussing the power of language contamed in Islamic lectures, we will describe the data that has been
collected, 1n the form of verbal and non-verbal data. In the meantime to further reinforce our explanation
of the power of language contamed i religious lectures, we will begin with an explananion of the power of
language in the political speech of the leaders of the country. denved from our reading of texts and our duwect
observation of the situation in Indonesia -

The Power of Language in Political Speech

Speaking of language and power, in practice language can be loaded with the mterests of individu-
als. groups. and countnies (Morand. D A . 2000: https /www bartleby com/essay The-Power-of-Language-
PIXDHKIT): Arem1. C'S. and Sparks. JR.. 2005). Of course, by utilizing the weaknesses that exist between
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the relationshp of signs and objects or representamen (Buchler J (ed ) 1955) On the other hand Rezaei S
and Nourali, N (2016) wterpret the “power” of language as the ability used by entities such as ¢ i
individuals. social groups, to make changes or to keep things as they are. They also believe that two uses of

speaking of a political leader usually mcludes commumcation policies and strategies. metaphors. repetition
mm. etc.. as stated by Kasanova (2013) (in Rezaei § and Nouralr N 2016). In his research on two

pragmatism, liberabsm_ inclusiveness, acceptance of religious and ethnic diversity and unity. The most im-

So .a.lso with the speech of the head of state or head of government i Indonesia delivered to the
people. It remains a remunder of me. when President Suharto (deceased) speaks on vanous occasions. that we

iteresting and controversial. because it 15 conveyed by a leader who 1n fact is a colonist - 10 the Lebak peo-
ple‘spuspecm-e-ummum&eh&unofh&mk:duswhohsmwhxsm:ndommmgm
OPpose njustice or at least prevent or not to practice that cishonest In fact. pnior to his speech. the assistant
had hus iminial suspicions about the underlying indigenous leaders. who were suspected of extortion against
hus own people Here, it is seen how powefull the language is used advising while quoting wise words, il-

Yes, I am very happy to be summoned to Banten Kidul,
[
And I'said to ki “God grants us 3 child. who once said: vou know that ] am hus :on™". Then in the
country there are people who salute hum with affection. and put lus bands on his bead while saving “Let
us eat together, and stay 1 our house and use what we have, for I have known vou father ”
Because. the heads of Lebak much to do in the temtory of the lord
Tﬂm.nw&ma:wm‘%nﬂnunﬂwmgomfted people who do not plant 1t” I not
the number of boy= just a lirtle”
I: there no shame in the zoul of the lord. Eth;mpknllmlhdthast. visit the land of
the lords and azk “where are the villages. and where are the peasants. and why do not I bear the gamelan
eXpressing its joy with the mouth of copper or the sound of your daughters pounding on the nce” -
Yoz, ves, ves. Tsavitto you. that my soul and vours are sad to think about 1t. and that 1= why we thank
God. that He gave us the power to work here.
|

"here Allah sends the flood that struck the buma where He solidified the land like a dry stone. where He
Inatedupthe':untobummcme, where He cansedlwnthmdnwadthmmd,whenﬂelm-dh
disease that weakened the hand:. or tortured with a drv. dead-end seazon of gran . therein, the head:
of the land of Lebak. we bow our head: and say: “Thus His wall!”
But not s0 1z Banten Kidul!
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